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WOMEN AND
EDUCATION

SPECIAL COUNSEL TO WOMEN

Gordon B. Hinckley

“You have a mandate from the Lord to educate your minds and your hearts and your hands... The whole gamut of human 

endeavor is now open to women. There is not anything that you cannot do if you will set your mind to it. I am grateful that 

women today are a�orded the same opportunity to study for science, for the professions, and for every other facet of human 

knowledge. You are as entitled as are men to the Spirit of Christ, which enlightens every man and woman who comes into the 

world (see D&C 84:46).

You can include in the dream of the woman you would like to be a picture of one qualified to serve society and make a signifi-

cant contribution to the world of which she will be a part. Set your priorities in terms of marriage and family, but also pursue 

educational programs which will lead to satisfying work and productive employment in case you do not marry, or to a sense 

of security and fulfillment in the event you do marry. Education will increase your appreciation and refine your talent.”

LIFE PREPARATION

Dallin H. Oaks

“Our young women’s primary orientation toward motherhood is not inconsistent with their diligent pursuit of an education, 

even their e�orts in courses of study that are vocationally related. According to current life expectancies, a 20-year-old 

woman can look forward to more than 50 additional years of life. Not all of that time will be spent in bearing children and 

raising families. In fact, from one-third to one-half of a young woman’s remaining years of life will be spent in activities preced-

ing marriage and the rearing of children, or following the time when children have left the home. A young woman’s education 

should prepare her for more than the responsibilities of motherhood. It should prepare her for the entire period of her life.”

“When girls are allowed to go to school, they have a significant impact on their family and community. 

According to Camfed, when you educate a girl she will earn up to 25 percent more and reinvest 90 

percent of her income in her family. This reinvestment in her family means her children will be more 

likely to go to school and be immunized, leading to healthier, more productive individuals and 

communities. The spreading of prosperity and influence is called the ripple e�ect. A girl’s education is 

about more than just the individual; it is about the future of her family and her community.” – PBS.org


